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A The Voice of the Spirit
After ministering the Word in the province of Galatia, Paul
and his associates were minded to continue their crusade for
Christ throughout Asia, but God had different plans for them.
Luke says that they "were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to
preach the Word in Asia" (Acts 16:6). When, as a young
Christian, I first read these words, I could hardly believe my
eyes. Had I read correctly, "forbidden to preach"? Yes,
exactly that! Both the "steps" and the "stops" of good men
are ordered of the Lord and He delights in both. It is possible to
keep on going and serve as we go, yet not be in the place of
God's appointment. Sometimes the Spirit restrains before He
constrains. It is important that the place in which we serve
should be by divine appointment. We dare not choose our
location for service on terms other than those set forth by the
Holy Spirit. ''They assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit
suffered them not" (Acts 16:7).
The Spirit may prevail upon us to go or He may prevent our
going. We need spiritual perception and sensitivity to hear the
Spirit's voice. "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches" (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22).
When we are divinely directed, there is evidence of a right
relation to God; ''For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God" (Romans 8: 14).
There is far more reward in obedient witnessing to one than
in preaching out of the will of God to thousands. It may be that
the Spirit will direct us to witness to one lonely individual as He
did Philip. This servant of God was preaching to great crowds
in Samaria with apparent success, but "the Spirit said unto
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot" (Acts 8:29). I
am not surprised at the Spirit's speaking to Philip, but I rejoice
in Philip's recognizing the Spirit and his ready response to
obey. We need the leading the early Church experienced
when, "as they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them" (Acts 13:2).
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The Holy Spirit both selected His servants in the early days
of the churches and directed them. The tremendous success
they enjoyed lay in their willingness to be led. When we are
ready and willing to place ourselves at the disposal and direction of the Holy Spirit we may be sure that He will lead and
guide us into definite spheres of activity where no power will
be able to resist Him. These servants would feel lost in the
maze of modern methods and ecclesiastical machinery, but
their ministry bore the stamp of divine hands.
Not one of us can afford to miss the Spirit's voice as He
seeks to direct our way. If we forego divine direction, we will
end the journey of life fruitless and frustrated. Human reasoning may make us feel as though we should push on in a given
direction, but even though everything visible to the eyes and
rational to the mind may seem natural and proper, we must
watch for God's "stop" sign. The Holy Spirit is the Regulator
of our lives, and in this highly specialized ministry He is both
the propelling and restraining Force. His "no" is just as important as His ''go.'' God has a place and a part for each of His
children, and we should be certain that we are not practicing
our vocation in the wrong location. Oh, for more Christians
who will follow the Spirit's forbidding as well as His order to
advance!
Paul and Silas were not moving aimlessly about looking for
openings to hold meetings. Their well-mapped-out missionary
program was orderly and had as its ultimate goal the salvation
of souls and the establishing of young believers in the faith. Yet
this sincere effort was halted by divine intervention. On the
one hand they were forbidden; on the other hand they were
bidden.
God may dispose of the very thing that an honest servant of
His will proposes. This incident in the lives of Paul and
Timothy illustrates this.
Adoniram Judson set out to give his life to preaching the
gospel in India; but when he arrived at an Indian mission
station, God forbade him to complete his mission. Instead, the
5

same Voice from Heaven bade him go to Burma. Judson
obeyed the bidding of God, and the results are with us to this
day. Adoniram Judson and his lovely wife, Ann, have left us
the record of a most thrilling accomplishment for Jesus Christ
among the Burmese. Read the account of this in The Splendor
of God.
He who misses divine direction reduces his spiritual stature
and fails to be his best for God. No doubt there are Christians
struggling along with a second or a third choice simply because
they missed God's first and best choice for their lives. Make
certain that you are faithful to the leading of God's Spirit and
watch always for His restraining influence.
There is a dearth today of the knowledge of the will of God
in Christian service. Not a few Christians graduate from Bible
schools, colleges, and seminaries with a knowledge of what
the textbooks say and the stand their institutions take on a
certain doctrine or evangelist, yet they are ignorant of how to
know the will of God for their own lives.
Paul found God's will by communing with God's Spirit. Be
sure you find it, too.
B. The Vision of the Sinner
After the voice of the Holy Spirit came the vision of a lost
sinner. ''There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him,
saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. And after he
had seen the vision, immediately we endeavored to go into
Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for
to preach the gospel unto them" (Acts 16:9-10).
There has been much speculation as to just who the man of
Macedonia was. Some guess it was Luke; others conjecture
that it was the Lord Jesus Himself. The Bible does not say;
therefore any attempt to identify him is to say more than the
Bible says. We do not know who he was. Suffice it to say that
Paul saw in the vision another step in the course of events
indicating the leading of the Spirit.
Such a momentous decision to leave Asia Minor and board
a vessel for Europe called for a clear revelation from God. As
far as· Paul knew, this was it. The populated cities of Europe
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needed the gospel. Paul arose to the occasion to meet that
need.
The cry, "Help us," implies that heathenism has no workable self-redemptive power. With all of its brilliant civilization
and culture, it needed what Christianity alone could supply.
Luke says: "Immediately we endeavoured to go into
Macedonia." Straightway, with alacrity, the new opportunity
to serve God in the place of His choosing was seized. Our great
American cities with their teeming population, their boasted
scientific and industrial progress, and their advancements and
achievements in education are calling, "Come and help us
curb the rising tides of juvenile delinquency, divorce, murder,
dope addiction, obscene stories and pictures, and corruption
in labor unions." There is a Macedonia for each of us wherever we are, and the cry from human hearts is for the help the
Christian gospel alone can give. A vision of lost sinners constitutes the ''Macedonian call'' to every Christian. Will we help
those needy ones enroute to hell?
It is just such a vision that impels all true men and women of
Christ to carry the gospel to every creature. But don't look for
a man in a night vision-neither a Chinese, a Japanese, a
Burmese, a Latin-American, nor a European! The vision is a
clear and indelible one, eternally and indestructibly inscribed
by God the Holy Spirit. It is written: ''But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth" (Acts 1:8). There you have it! Every soul has a rightto
hear the gospel of Jesus Christ, and every Christian is committed to the task of disseminating this good news of salvation.
That is your vision and mine. Do we see it clearly, or has our
vision been made dim by the dazzling attractions of this world
system?
Paul, and his companions in the gospel, could do nothing
other than obey God, so "from thence to Philippi" (Acts
16: 12). If we had nothing more to tell of their visit to that
Roman colony, we would expect to hear sometime, some7

where, of a good work for God in the city of Philippi. And so
we shall! God's obedient servants cannot be stopped nor
stymied by what the enemies of the gospel can say or do
against them. Europe heard the ·gospel of Jesus Christ because
Paul obeyed the Spirit's voice more than nineteen hundred
years ago. As he went he could not foretell the results, but he
was assured that he went in the will of the Lord. Are you just as
certain that you are serving your Lord faithfully in His divinely
chosen place? I trust so!
This brings us to our third and final thought in this introductory chapter:
C. The Victory of the Saviour
God is no man's debtor. Response to the divine call and the
human cry for help is bound to reap rich results. Paul obeyed
the voice and the vision, and the outcome was victorious and
glorious. He answered to the call of God and witnessed Jesus
Christ and His gospel triumph over pagan idolatry and satanic
opposition.
The beginning of the gospel in Philippi was an insignificant
one and one of quiet waiting for the Lord to move. It started on
a small scale. There was no planned crusade preceded by an
"advance man," no publicity committee, no "kick-off banquet," no appeals to the local churches to cooperate. Paul's
ministry in Macedonia was New Testament evangelism at its
best. As he and his little party stepped off the vessel, there was
no anxious group waiting to receive him, no transportation
arranged to carry him to a hotel. How fine had someone been
there to greet him, and say, "We welcome you, Brother Paul,
and we are anxious to hear the message God will give through
you.'' But there was nothing like that. Luke merely states:
"We were in that city abiding certain days" (Acts 16: 12). That
is, they were waiting for the Spirit of God to make possible
their first contact for Jesus Christ.
Young people, heed the lesson here, and you will be spared
the disappointment and defeat that many have experienced
upon arriving on the mission field. When you answer the call
of God to go to some faraway place to take the gospel, do not
8

be surprised to discover that nobody wants you. The need will
be there, but remember, the heathen in most instances do not
know their need. But the fact that they have the need is the call
for you and me to go and help them.
The day Paul and Luke and Timothy and Silas arrived in
that Roman colony, little did the Roman powers know that this
little. band of missionaries were soldiers of the unconquered
Chnst and that, on that very day, these missionaries were
raising the blood-stained banner of the Cross on Rome's
frontal stronghold. The sowing of the gospel seed in that great
center of world government was to change the course of
history. The victories won by the forces of Jesus Christ, under
the direct leading of the Holy Spirit, were proof enough that
Satan is no match for the Son of God.
The first victory of the Saviour was in the conversion of just
one woman.
After Paul and his companion had rested and quietly observed during the first few days, they set out on the Sabbath
day for the place of prayer. This tells us that there was no
synagogue in Philippi, for it was the custom of the Jews that if
ten men could be gathered, that would be sufficient to start a
synagogue. If not, then those who wished to worship would
gather near some body of water where they could avail themselves of ceremonial rites which the stream provided.
Upon arriving at the riverside, Paul found a small group of
women who had gathered to offer prayers. This, he concluded, was his opportunity, given by God, to bear witness to
the power of Christ's saving gospel.
What prospects could a great preacher find in so unpretentious an audience made up of a few women? Knowing that his
mission was ordered of the Lord, Paul could not be indifferent
to their spiritual needs. He was appreciative of the few who
were ready and receptive to the Word of God. One of that
group was Lydia, a businesswoman, who sold dyed materials.
She had come from Thyatira, a leading city of Asia. The Spirit
had restrained Paul from going to Asia, but He had an
openhearted woman from Asia waiting to receive the gospel.
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How blessed! "When He putteth forth His own sheep, He
goeth before them ... "(John 10: 4) The Lord had opened
her heart; that is, He had prepared this woman, for ''she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul'' (Acts
16: 14). The open and obedient heart of one person to the
truth of God is sufficient vantage ground to establish a base of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Lydia led her household to Christ
and all were baptized (Acts 16:15).
There are some suggested evidences that this woman was
truly saved. First, the Lord Himself had opened her heart.
Although she had a religious profession, her heart was shut to
the truth of the gospel. T. Walker says the word "opened" is a
compound verb, and suggests the thought of "completely
opened." There was no half-hearted reception of the truth
here! God was in this, and He alone can completely open our
ears to hear (Mark 7:34-35), our eyes to see (Luke 24:31 ), our
minds to understand (Luke 24:44-45), our hearts to experience (Acts 16: 14), and the Scriptures in order that we might
know (Luke 24:32). We need the power of the Holy Spirit to
break through the pride and prejudice of our hearts and to
open them completely to the whole of God's Word. Too many
today believe a half-truth or have but a smattering of the truth.
Secondly, when the Lord opened Lydia's heart, "she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul''; that is,
she was teachable. The blessed truths of the gospel were new
to her but she grasped them eagerly. It was so with the new
converts on the Day of Pentecost. Luke says: ''They continued stedfastly in the apostle's doctrine [i.e., teaching]'' (Acts
2:42).
It is the mark of genuine conversion when those who confess Christ with their lips, continue in search of the truths of the
Bible. The extent of our quest to know and obey the Word of
God will determine, to a large extent, our spiritual development. We must give diligence to add "knowledge" to our
"faith" (2 Peter 1 :5 ). We must follow on to know, and we can
grow only as we know (2 Peter 3: 18).
The second victory won by our Lord through Paul proved
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the power of God over the power of Satan. In the city there
was a certain young woman possessed of an evil spirit of
divination. The margin says "a spirit, a Python." According to
Greek mythology, Python was the name of a great dragon at
Delphi which had been slain. Apollo was said to have slain the
dragon, and, in consequence, he received the title
"Pythius," and with the title the dragon's oracular power.
Actually, the girl was demon-possessed and no doubt was
gifted with clairvoyance and the power to make certain predictions. She was the property of certain men who formed a
syndicate to make money from her gifts. Actually, Satan was
the one who possessed this young woman, and when he saw
that the gospel was commencing to Christianize Europe, he
decided at once to use her in order to hinder God's servants.
Notice the satanic strategy. The young woman followed
Paul and his associates and shouted: ''These men are the
servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of
salvation" (Acts 16: 17). At first glance it might appear as
though she was aiding Christ's witnesses. Actually, Satan's
strategy was to associate her with God's servants in the minds
of the people. If the devil can associate a preacher or a
missionary or any one of God's children with anything wrong
or worldly, he can cripple their influence for God. What she
said about Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke was true, but the
whole .plot was intended to defeat the gospel. In the devil's
hand the truth can throttle the Church's power. Mark 5: 1-8
illustrates this very idea.
But remember, Paul is where he is by the direct leading of
the Holy Spirit. God had sent him to Europe; therefore God
will safeguard His interest there.
Paul, turning from his friends and followers, said to the
demon: "I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her. And he came out the same hour" (Acts 16: 18). No
demon can withstand the power of our Saviour's Name. Later
on Paul wrote: "But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 15:57), and
again, "Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to
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triumph in Christ" (2 Cor. 2: 14).
G. Campbell Morgan calls this experience the hour of
gravest peril for the gospel in Philippi, the hour when Satan
told the truth. Paul refused the patronage of hell even when it
attempted to speak the truth about Christ. Let us beware of
any alliance with evil, even when the evil tells the truth. Our
only hope for victory is close by the Holy Spirit's leading, lest
we be deceived.
Unable to hinder the gospel through an attempted alliance,
Satan now attacks with opposition. When the syndicate owners saw the hope of their getting rich was gone, they became
angry and brought charges against the Christians (Acts
16:19-21). They accused Christ's witnesses of teaching customs not consistent with Roman law. In reality they cared
nothing about the law. They cared only about the money they
might lose.
Touch some men's pocketbooks and you touch their god.
Men and women today who peddle their poison wares are
enemies of the gospel. Those who make their money through
prostitution, gambling, liquor, obscenity, and the like are bitter
antagonists of the gospel of Jesus Christ. And there is no end
to which they might not go to silence a witness for Christ. In
Philippi they put Paul and Silas in prison after beating them
unmercifully (Acts 16:22-24). It would seem as though Luke
and Timothy escaped.
For the time, it appeared that the gospel was not triumphant, but this was only momentary. No doubt Paul and Silas,
their backs bleeding and their bodies shot through with pain,
might have wondered if it were profitable to be so outspoken
for Christ. I wonder if either was tempted to ask the other if he
should not have gone to Asia. I wonder if they raised the
question in their minds as to the possibility of making a wrong
choice when coming to Philippi. Let us see! "And at midnight
Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the
prisoners heard them"(Acts 16:25).
The religion of most people does not work in time of trou12
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ble. Christianity alone makes a man content, regardless of his
state and circumstances (Phil. 4: 11 ). Anybody can sing when
life is full of prosperity, good health, and laughter, but it takes a
spiritual Christian, who is certain that he is in God's will, to
rejoice and praise God in the midst of trouble.
The attitude and action of Paul and Silas tell us at once what
their relationship was with God. Imagine those beaten prisoners praying and praising God! They were suffering as a Christian ought to suffer. Not merely were they "called Christian"
(Acts 11:26) nor merely were they "almost" persuaded to be
Christian (Acts 26:28), but they were Christians, for they
suffered as Christians and were not ashained as they glorified
God in their trouble (1Peter4: 16). They were glorifying God
in their bodies, for their bodies belonged to God (1 Cor. 6: 20).
Christian, be careful how you suffer. The gospel of Christ
saves from the penalty and power of sin, but it likewise saves
the believer from defeat and bitterness in times of difficult
circumstances.
About eight or nine years after this prison experience at
Philippi, Paul wrote: ''And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to His purpose" (Rom. 8:28). Now apply the
principle in this verse to Paul and Silas in prison. Something is
bound to happen and it must be "good." And that good thing
did happen. A miracle took place. "Suddenly there was a
great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and
every one's bands were loosed" (Acts 16:26).
I do not question Satan's power to cause an earthquake, but
he certainly did not cause this one nor could he prevent it. God
did it, and He did it for "good" because two of His suffering
servants loved Him. Peter experienced a similar deliverance
from prison when God miraculously loosed Peter's chains and
the locks on the prison gates (Acts 12:5-11 ).
The earthquake awakened the jailer, and in dismay and
much distress he drew his sword, his first thought being of
suicide: he supposed the prisoners, for whom he was respon13

sible, had fled. Paul called loudly to him, appealing to him not
to take his life. No man has a right to take his own life, for
suicide not only brings harm to the man who kills himself, but
to others as well. Suicide never solved anyone's problems.
Life's most vital question and God's only answer were soon
to become apparent. Hearing Paul's voice, the jailer no doubt
recognized it as coming from one who, a little while before the
jailer fell asleep, was praying and praising God. That singing
and praying had borne a good witness for Jesus Christ and His
gospel. Then, trembling, he fell on his knees before Paul and
Silas, and said: "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30)
Paul's answer was brief and to the point. There was no attempt
at explaining the nature of the ordinances, no going into a
discussion of Christian doctrine. Immediately they said: ''Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and
thy house'' (Acts 16:31). He believed at once and was saved
that very moment.
The proof of his conversion is seen in his actions. Earlier in
the day he took delight in beating God's servants; now he is
washing their wounds. When a man seeks to straighten up the
past and make right his wrongs, it is a sign he means business
with God. The jailer took these men home and fed them. Now
that he was saved, the love of Christ constrained him to do
something for God and His servants.
The gospel continued to work through the jailer, and his
entire family believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. They were
baptized in obedience to the divine command (Matt. 28: 19;
Mark 16:16; Acts2:38; 8:36-39; 9:17-18; etc., etc.). ltis quite
likely they formed a part of the local assembly in Philippi to
whom Paul wrote the letter we are about to study together.
The victories won at Philippi in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ are eternally and indelibly written for our instruction
and encouragement. Not even the gates of hell can prevail
against the power of the Christian gospel. Give us men and
women, led by the Holy Spirit, who will remain steadfast
under provocation, and we too shall see the victory as did
God's servants in Europe.
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PRELUDE
Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ to all the saints
ln Christ Jesus, which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1: 1-2

A The Servant
This introduction to the Philippian Epistle, like that in Paul's
letters to the Romans (Rom. 1: 1) and to Titus (Titus 1: 1),
introduces the writer not as an apostle but as a "servant of
Jesus Christ.'' Here Timotheus (Timothy) is included, so the
text reads: "the servants of Jesus Christ."
Timotheus, or Timothy, needed no introduction to the Philippians. He had accompanied Paul and Silas when the church
was founded, and at that time he ''was well reported of by the
brethren" (Acts 16:2). During those intervening years between the founding of the church and the writing of this
Epistle, Timothy had possibly visited the brethren at Philippi,
so that the appearance of his name in the salutation would
seem quite natural to the readers there.
The word "servants" conveys the thought of bondslaves,
the purchased property of Jesus.Christ. This kind of servitude
carries with it no attractive array of authority. Actually, Paul
was Caesar's prisoner in Rome, but he considered himself to
be the prisoner of the Lord. Four times in this first chapter he
refers to his "bonds" (verses 7, 13, 14, 16), not in bitter complaint but rather as a blessed bondage. The occasion of his
imprisonment in Rome was his preaching of the gospel, yet we
find no trace of despair or despondency, only words of joy and
good cheer. The apostle had come to Philippi in response to
the Spirit's leading, and now his prison experience in Rome he
considers no less the will of God.
The word "servant" is dou/os, and it refers to one who is
bound to another. Into this sweet servitude Paul came by way
of the new birth. When he was apprehended by the Lord
Jesus Christ, Paul surrendered at once to a new Master when
he said: "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" (Acts 9:6).
Paul's will was swallowed up by the sweet will of Jesus Christ,
and if Christ willed that His servant sit in a prison cell, then in
15

such a state that servant will be content. And why not? God is
not cut off from His children by a wall. Many wonderful works
were produced behind prison walls, such as Cervantes' Don
Quixote, Marco Polo's Travels, and Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. Thank God for those jails and prisons that have brought
forth those literary classics. Sitting bound in prison Paul saw in
a figure his own relation to Jesus Christ, that of ~ bondslave,
and he gloried in it. A wrong attitude on Paul's part never
would have produced this Epistle of joy.
This humble, self-appellation, "servants of Christ "describes the true position of all the redeemed. Every belie~er is
the purchased possession of the Saviour, and when Christ
takes control, self-esteem and self-importance are renounced.
All workers of the Lord surrender unconditionally for service
under their new Master, for it is honor and authority enough to
be allowed by Jesus Christ to be His servants.
Service was the sum and substance, the ultimate of Paul's
whole life, for this was his conception of the Christian life. He
followed hard to lay hold of that for which Christ had laid hold
of him (Phil. 3: 12). Paul did not merely express his views in a
letter; he expended his vitality in labor.. Too many do little
more than testify with their lips as to when and how they found
Christ. They have neither stopped nor studied to think what
actually took place in their lives. Christ was never lost: we were
lost, helplessly lost, and He found us. He Himself said : ''Ye
have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in
My name, He may give it you" (John 15: 16).
We need more men and women in the church who are
ready and willing to write after their names, "servants of Jesus
Christ,'' and then go out to make good their witness. There is
too much of the spirit of James and John, whose ambition was
to be chiefest in Christ's kingdom, and not enough of the
example of Christ Himself, who said: "I am among you as He
that serveth" (Luke 22:27). When Paul wrote of Him who
"took upon Him the form of a servant" (Phil. 2: 7), he was
following his Lord.
16

Any Christian who makes himself subservient to Jesus
Christ will find in his Lord both the sufficiency (Phil. 4: 13), and
the supply (Phil. 4: 14) for service. And permit me to add that
no believer can know true freedom in everyday experience
who does not surrender to the mastery and lordship of Jesus
Christ. James who, by the Holy Spirit, wrote: "Faith without
works is dead" (James 2:20,26), considered himself "a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ" (James 1: 1 ). This is
the only servitude I know anything about with sweetness in it.
It is, in the fullest sense of the word, a bondage of blessing.
May God draw us, by divine grace and power, to enter in to
enjoy it to the full.
''Knowye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey,
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or
of obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were
the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin,
ye became the servants of righteousness. I speak after the manner of
men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded
your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity;
even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto
holiness" (Rom. 6: 16-19).

B. The Saints

All Christians are "saints" as well as "servants," and in an
unmistakably clear statement, Paul addresses himself ''to all
the saints [literally, the holy ones] in Christ Jesus which are at
Philippi, with the bishops and deacons" (Phil. 1: 1 ).
Is there any significance in the fact that Paul places the saints
before the oversight brethren in the local assembly? I do not
know. However, I could not help but notice the order. The
overseers are not to be lords over God's heritage but sharers in
their joys and needs. As a pastor, I am convinced that none in
our local assembly are more important than the saints. If you
wonder why I say this, I can only answer that the saints make
up the church, for without them there would be no church.
17

But to whom is Paul referring by the use of the word
"saints"? This is one of God's names for His own. The term
nowhere in the New Testament is reserved for any who attain
to exceptional holiness in character. Nor is it ever reserved for
those in Heaven now who were saintly on earth. Its simple
meaning is "set apart," and it applies to all true believers in the
Lord Jesus Christ. All God's people are thus designated,
regardless of the proportion of spirituality to which they might
have attained. The blood of Jesus Christ is upon them and
marks them as a positionally set-apart, consecrated, holy
people.
There is something about this word "saint" that reminds me
of the sacred nature of my position in Christ: namely, I am
God's set-apart property, just as every believer in Jesus Christ
is. The expression "all the saints," does not exclude any
believer in Jesus Christ, and certainly it obliterates any distinction between classes of Christians.
Paul did not call them saints because they were perfect
people. Quite the contrary! There was an imperfection in the
assembly, and Paul dealt with it when he said: "I beseech
Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same
mind in the Lord" (Phil. 4:2).
A saint belongs to God but he is not perfect. There are many
particulars in the lives of the saints that might be improved
upon. Saintliness, in its perfection, is the final achievement of
Christ for His own, and it can never be realized until He comes
again, for '' ... we know that, when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2).
Holy people may be at times unholy people in this life.
Saints are at times unsaintly. However, the goal will be realized
when the practical process of sanctification is perfected (2 Cor.
3:18).
Now I have not overlooked the practical requirem~nts of
our position as saints. We who are positionally holy are required to be practically holy. We see both this positional
relationship and the practical requirements in the Epistle to the
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Ephesians. Paul addressed the believers as "saints" (Eph.
5:3). In other words, be what you are. Be in practice what you
are in position. Be in behavior what you are in belief.
Guy H. King points out in the English Bible Paul's salutation
in Romans and First Corinthians. It reads ''called to be saints''
(Rom.1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2). The words "to be," you will notice, are
printed in italics, thereby indicating that those words are not in
the original language but were added by the translators to
make, what they thought would be, a clearer understanding of
the passages. An accurate reading of these two verses is simply
"called saints." Yet just as soon as we are "called saints" we
are ''called to be saints,'' or called to walk ''as becometh
saints." There is something not right about a human being
behaving like an animal, or a full-grown man behaving like a
small child. Nor is it right for a saint to be unsaintly.
Christian brethren, our God is a thrice-holy God (Isa. 6:3;
Rev. 4:8); our Saviour is holy (Acts 4:27, 30); the Spirit who
indwells us is the Holy Ghost (Acts 1:8); the Bible we read is
the "holy scriptures" (Rom. 1:2); the name by which we are
designated is "holy brethren" (1 Thess. 5:27; Heb. 3: 1); ours is
a "holy priesthood" (1 Peter 2:5 ); the calling wherewith we
are called is a "holy calling" (2 Tim. 1:9); when our Lord
comes again He presents us "holy and unblameable and
unreproveable in His sight" (Col. 1:22); and John points out
the "holy city" (Rev. 21:2). Now that the end of the age is
nearer than when we believed, Peter asks: ''Seeing then that
all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, looking
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat?" (2 Peter 3: 11-12).
Included with the saints are "the bishops and deacons"; the
bishops or overseers being, as the word implies, the oversight
brethren, and the deacons those who served in such capacities
that would free pastors and teachers to give themselves to
prayer and the ministry of the Word. We need such in our
assemblies who will watch for souls and take up the oversight
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responsibilities. There is no record of these servants being
elected or ordained by other men nor of their insisting upon
obedience to their rules and regulations. Stephen and Philip
are examples of early church deacons who, along with caring
for the sick and the poor, ministered in the Word.
I find no warrant in the New Testament for the assumption
that there is a distinction in clerical order and in ecclesiastical
superiority for those who are called "bishops." Paul and
Barnabas "ordained elders in every church" (Acts 14:23). I
understand the words "elder" and "bishops" to be used
interchangeably in the New Testament, the words carrying the
same connotation. When Paul called together the elders of the
church in Ephesus, he enjoined upon them to "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church
of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood" (Acts
20:28).
Peter also writes: "The elders which are among you I
exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of
Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:
Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind" (1 Peter 5:1-2).
The local church must recognize both its spiritual and social
obligations, and this is the place where the offices of bishop
and deacon enter into the local scene. These men were not the
overseers of the pastors of numerous local assemblies, but
rather they were confined to work among those in the individual congregation. Thus the bishops (elders) were overseers
of the spiritual needs in the local congregation and the
deacons looked after the social, or material, needs. May God
raise up men in our churches to meet the needs of the people.
C. The Salutation
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from
the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil.1:2).

Here are two rich spiritual commodities that Paul invokes
upon his readers. It is the apostle's desire for the spiritual
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welfare of the saints, for saintliness in their lives. He would
have them know more and more of that divine grace that
makes the saints gracious.
Grace was the common Greek salutation and peace the
common Hebrew form of greeting. It was used in Bible times
in the same manner as our "good morning." Paul combines
the two in one, showing thereby that there is no difference
between Jew and Gentile in Christ Jesus. The Occidental and
Oriental greetings combine to suggest to us the oneness that
exists between all true believers in our Lord Jesus Christ
regardless of nationality.
Kenneth H. Wuest says that in its use among the Greeks, the
word "grace" referred to a favor done by one Greek to
another out of pure generosity of his heart and with no thought
of reward; but New Testament usage of the word refers to that
favor which God granted at Calvary when He, in the person of
the Son of God, stepped down from His throne of sovereign
judgment to take upon Himself the guilt and penalty of human
sin. In the case of the Greek the favor was performed to a
friend, never an enemy. In God's case the favor was done for a
bitter enemy that hated Him. Now the moment a believing
sinner is saved by God's grace, he becomes the recipient of
that grace, and his life outwardly should show henceforth the
same grace toward others. This is the fruit of the favor; therefore Paul senses the need for a continuous intake if there is to
be the continuous outflow. I can be gracious so long as my
supply of grace lasts.
In a later Epistle we are taught how and where we can
receive the necessary supply of grace: "Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. 4: 16). Grace is
supplied to the believer as he comes to God in prayer. Concerning the apostles we read: "And when they had prayed
... great grace was upon them all" (Acts 4:31, 33).
No Christian need be destitute of his needed portion of
grace, for since we were justified through faith in Christ's
blood, "We have access by faith into this grace" (Rom.5:2).
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We need an abundant supply of grace. We need it in our
conversation in every word we utter, hence the exhortation:
"Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that
ye may know how to answer every man" (Col. 4:6). We need
grace to carry us along in Christian service, so the injunction:
"Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear" (Heb. 12:28). With the multiplicity of "divers and strange doctrines ... it is a good thing that
the heart be established with grace" (Heb. 13:9).
The Christian who has not a sufficient supply of grace will
show weakness in his spiritual reflexes; he will give forth with
wrong words in a wrong spirit and be a blessing to no one; he
will find himself failing in one undertaking and another; he will
be unsuccessful in getting along with others. And how utterly
tragic are these conditions among God's children when all the
while we are "heirs together of the grace of life" (1 Peter 3: 7),
and have as our Heavenly Father "the God of all grace" (1
Peter 5: 10), who "is able to make all grace abound toward
you; that ye, always having ali sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work" (2 Cor. 9:8)!
The Bible says: "Grow in grace ... " (2 Peter 3: 18), and if
we are not growing in grace, which is growth in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is because we are bypassing the
path that leads to the inexhaustible storehouse of the
superabundance of God's grace: namely, "the throne of
grace." Oh, beloved, let us come, and let us come early
enough at the start of each new day lest we fail of the grace of
God in conduct and conversation. How wonderfully rich and
blessed is the apostle's salutation, "Grace be unto you"!
But the salutation is not cut short with its expression of
desire for grace. It continues, '' .. . and peace, from God our
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ."
We note the order of the words grace and peace. This order
is theologically and experientially correct and it can never be
reversed. There can be no peace, objectively or subjectively,
where the sinner has not been saved by divine grace. First,
grace; then, peace. And where the former is lacking, the latter
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will likewise be lacking. Some local congregations have little
peace among their members simply because they are short on
grace. Peace is lacking in some Christian homes for no other
reason than that grace is lacking in the Christians' hearts.
When a sinner gets saved by grace and continues to obtain
grace for holy living, he is living peaceably with his brethren.
The peace in the salutation that Paul desires for God's
children is not ''peace with God.'' The armistice between the
unbeliever and God is declared at the very moment of regeneration; for our Lord Jesus C~rist, "having made peace
through the blood of His cross" (Col. 1:20), effected the
reconciliation. Every Christian is at peace with God since there
is no condemnation before God. ''Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Rom. 5: 1 ). When the soul is brought into harmony with the
purposes of God, that soul commences a life of tranquility on a
new plane. The word "peace" means "to bind together," and
this is exactly what the blood of Christ does for the believer: it
binds him to God.
But I feel certain that Paul is not here expressing for the
saints that which is already their portion and possession. Just
as the Christian is constantly in need of grace to live triumphantly from day to day, so he is in need of peace to garrison
his heart in the face of life's trials and troubles. Paul will have
more to say about the ''peace of God'' a little later on in this
Epistle. Suffice it to add here that grace and peace must come
"from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ."
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